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Perhaps little more need be said on behalf of the 
following; pages, than that they exhibit a lively 
specimen of the patience, meekness, humility, and 
Christian zeal which abounded la the Society of 
Friends at the time of its early existence. 

In the character of William Bennit, from whose 
writings this little compilation is taken, these 
fruits of the Spirit appear to have been very con- 
spicuous. 

The first part of the "Memoir" is taken 
from a piece in his works, entitled, " The Work 
and Mercy of God conducing to his praise, or a 
demonstration of the visitation of God's love to 
my soul in the days of my youth ;" the remaining 
part is extracted from testimonies concerning 
William Benoit, written b^ two o^Va li«»^ ■a^'^ 



MEMOIR or WM. BENNIT. 



WiixiAM Bennit was a minister of the Gospel 
among tbe people called Quakers, soon after the 
rise of that people, and was one who partook 
largely of tlie persecution and sufferings to which 
they were, for many years after their first appear- 
ance, exposed. It appears, that during tlie latter 
E art of his life he resided, when not deprived of 
is liberty, at Woodbrtdge, in Suffolk. In an ac- 
count of bis religious experience, written by him- 
Belf, he says, " When if was but young in years 
the Lord God of light, life, and power was pleased, 
in some measure, to visit me by his pure light ia 
my conscience, which many a time cheeked and 
reproved me for my sins, and sometimes brought 
trouble upon my mind [on account of them,] 
But I was not then sensible that it was the light 
of Christ Jesus which reproved and judged me 
vil, and at times broke my false rest. When 
3 among idle children, such as were void of 
the fear of God, 1 ran into sin and wickedciesa ^>*,V 
them, and took great deVight vXvexeTO -, Ns^x -'^^^ 
/ came to be still and alone \t\ V.\ie ?w^'if■^ "^^ '^'^ 



wliere, the pure witness of God would arise in me 
with its reproofs, set my sins in order before mc, 
and briiig my evil doings to my remembranre. 
Then trouble took hold on me for a time, and sin 
became my burden ; but I soon got from under 
it into ease and liberty, and went on year after 
year in rebellion against [this] witness of God in my 
conscience, taking delight in things which I knew 
were evil. Yet the Lord, in mercy, hovered over me 
for good, and sometimes stopped me from speaking 
or acting the evil that I intended to speak or do, 
and preserved me out of many gross evils. In those 
days, when 1 was alone in the fields, I cried and 
prayed unto the Lord, and desires were stirring in 
me after the knowledge of Him, his way and truth; 
but I prayed to a God I knew not : I imagined a 
God afar off, and did not then know it was the 
Lord who searched my heart, discovered unto me 
my thoughts, and Judged me for sin. I knew 
not that it was the light and truth of God in my 
own heart, which sometimes begat desires in me 
to know the truth, and to walk therein ; but my 
mind was abroad in carnal ordinances, forms, 
ceremonies, and traditions of men, and I knew 
not that it was Truth in me, which sometimes 
stopped me from lying and swearing; and when I 
knowingly told a lie, accused me for it, when no 
man could accuse me. I may truly say, there 
was something stirring in me, at times, after the 
Lord, ever since I was six or seven years of age; 
and when I came to be about fourteen years old, 
and anappreniice, it pleased the God of infinite lov- 
ing kindness, to visit me more [closely] than be- 
/&«■,■ yea, he did, by his pure Viglil aivd gift, par- 



1 



WILLIAH BENNIT. 3 

sue me hard, calling to me in my heart to come 
out of sin, out of evil words and works. Stilly 
(like Samuel, when lie was a child,} I knew not 
thai it was the Lord who called; for he was, 
though near me, as a stranger to me; 1 knew 
not his voice, but went astray as a wandering 
sheep ; yet had I desires to know the way to the 
fold, to know where the Lord feedeth his flock, 
and causeth them to lie down in peace, quietness, 
and rest, where none can make atrHid ; for indeed 
it was rest I wanted, and true peace ia God my 
soul many a lirae panted alter. Oh, I was often- 
time? wounded because of sin; and for want of the 
enjoyment of the love and peace of God, I went 
bowed down in spirit day after day, with my eyes 
filled with tears and my heart with sighing, and I 
thought there were few, if any, in my condition. 
Sometimes I would say, in ray heart, " Oh, that I 
were ia a desert, solitary place outwardly, (for 
auch was my condition inwardly,) where I might 
mourn and pour out my tears to the God of 
mercy, and spread my complaints before him 
whom my soul thirsteth and panteth after, even 
" as the hart panteth after the water- brooks." 
Many a time did I get into a solitary place, to ease 
my heart a little, by pouring out my tears and com- 
plaints to the Lord. In those days many were 
my prayers, and great the burdea under which 

LI went, not then knowing the light of Christ in 
my conscience to be a stay to my mind and a bri- 
dle to my tongue. Many a time I got into a false 
^■e and liberty, into idleness and youthful wild- 
nesa; but sorrow and ttoub\e woiAi a^'iwiVi^'a 
boJd of my mind, and again 'wooXi Vtvw ieavtes'-a^ 
ft 1 
I 
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renewed in me after the Lard. My heart wni 
often made tender and soft, compassion was in me 
towards any who I thought were in my condition : 
a tender love was hidden in my heart towards 
those that I then thought were the people of God ; 
and 1 can truly say my heart is open still, and 
oftentimes pity, love, and tenderness issue from 
me towards those who are in that condition. Oh, 
my soul cannot but sympathize with them, and 
that not without some secret cries unto Gsd on 
their behalf. It is partly for their sakes that thla 
is published, [with the hope] that it may be of ser- 
vice to some of them ; and if the Lord order it so 
to be to them, or to any, my end herein will 
be answered. 

" Inthose days 1 frequented the meetings of the 
people called Independents, in Great Yarmouth, 
whom I then thought to be the people of God ; but 
I saw that many of them, and even some of the 
chief of them, were not, in life and conversation, 
what they professed to be : and when I have been 
among them, in the time of their singing Psalms, 
the pure witness of God in my own heart, hath, 
as it were, stopped uiy mouth, that I could not 
sing with them ; but my heart has been broken 
into tenderness, and many have been my tears ; 
my outward man hath trembled and been shaken 
like a leaf that is shaken with the wind. This 
was before I was called a Quaker, or had seen 
any of that people. The working of the power 
of God in my heart did, in some measure, 
let me see that it was not then a time of singing 
for me ; for I was in a strange land, in' the land 
I e/'captirity, and could not sing ihe Bon^ of Zion; 
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auci this sDQg I may truly say, witliout the least en- 
mity agaiust that people, (for ray soul bearetli 
love and good will towards all men,) tliey were 
ignorant of, whilst singling what others had pre- 
Ncribetl and made ready for them. I then wanted 
the enjoymentofthelove.joy, peace, andsecret pre- 
sence of God, which makes glad the hearts of the 
righteous, and causes the lowly and upright to sing 
the new song, which the living only can sing, 
even the ransomed of the Lord, who are returned 
from Babylon to Mount Zion. In all the time of 
my trouble of mind and travail of spirit, I never 
made known my condition to any creature, but 
kept it secret in my heart, pouring out my com- 
plaints to God [only], I would gladly have had 
some to know how it was with me ; but I was 
straitened in myself, and therefore kept [my state 
of mind] in obscurity. 1 still knew not what it 
was that wrought and strove with me, which did 
so frequently judge and reprove me for sin, gave 
mc power over many evils which others were over- 
came withal, and raised strong desires in me after 
the Lord. I say, I was not then sensible that it 
was the light of Christ Jesus [which thus strove 
with me;] nor that I should have taken heed 
thereunto, as unto a light shining in a dark place, 
until the day had more and more dawned, and 
Christ, the day-star, had arisen in my heart, over 
all my enemies ; but 1 was stiii hunting abroad, 
for that which was within me ; the pearl of great 
price was hidden in my heart ; but I knew it not — 
tjm kingdom of God was at hand, and was 
ivorklng in my heart, like leaven \i\4. v& "iwe-t J 

k measures of meal ; bull waa^a.ilm^iQ^NV'^'^'^'**'"- I 



but 1 imagined him alar 
man directed my mind to 
the light of Christ iu my own liearl ; for the 
teachers of the people would say, that which 
troubles a man for his sias is a temptation of Sa- 
tan, and [thus] instead of directing the mind to 
thehght, they drew away from it. Is it the devil's 
work to discover, judge, and condemn for sin? 
Is it not his work to lull people asleep in sia, 
to cry peace to them in their inicjuities, and te 
keep them satisfied with a profession ofGod, with- 
out the possession of a holy, unde61ed life f 
Is it his work to destroy his own kingdom, which 
is sin ? Surely no ; that is the work of Christ, 
the light of tlie world. I do now itifallibly 
know, that it was the pure witness of God, the 
light of his Son, Christ Jesus, a measure of his 
free grace and truth in my heart, which in 
those days brought trouble upon me for my sins, 
and hegat good desires in me after the Lord. 
But, alas, for me ! after all this long visitation of 
the love, goodness, and mercy cf the Lord to my 
soul, and after all this trouble of mind, travail of 
spirit, desiring and seeking after the Lord, I got 
intoa false easeaud wrong liberty, became careless, 
and by disobedience quenched the strivings of 
the light of Christ in me, insomuch that I felt lit- 
tle of the burden and sorrow which [before] lay so 
heavily upon my mind; my face was turned back 
again into Egypt, which before had been partly 
turned towards Canaan, the land of light, life, 
f and rest ; and I ran into evils which I had for- 
I nerly, by a secret power, been kept out of. I 
I ^nw wanton, careless, and wicked; my miod 
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vas taken off from seeking ihe Lord, and went 
aller tbe vanity, pleasures, and idleness of the 
world; delighting much in music and dancing;, 
sporting and gaming, and so made merry over 
the pure witness of God, by rebelling against it, 
and rejecting its reproofs and Htrivings. Oh, the 
patience and long-suffering of tlie Lord was large 
towards me in thatdayj He who, in his justice, 
might have cut me off in my sins and rebellion, 
and thus made me an example of his wrath, 
waited to be gracious tu my soul, day by day and 
year after year. His mercy and long-suffering 
was exceedingly large to me, and is not to be for- 
gotten ; but in and by the Spirit of Truth am I 
to be kepi in a living remembrance thereof. He 
would not that I should perish from his presence 
tbr ever, and in the sense thereof he is worthy to 
be praised and honoured by my soul. For after 
ail this, the Lord God, of tender compassion, was 
pleased to visit my poor soul again — he remem- 
wred tliepoorandneedy, the captive exile, to de- 
liver him out of the hand of him that was too 
strong for him, and to loose him, that he might 
not die in the pit, and perish in the miry clay. I 
now heard the everlasting gospel of light, life, 
and peace preached by his servants, in scorn 
called Quakers, and the pure witness of God in 
my heart bore testimony to the truth declared by 
theni. But long it was, after I was in some 
measure convinced of the trutii, before I freely 
^ve up my heart to obey it; yet tiie Lord, in 
lime, overcame my heart by the power of his love, 
' his unspeakable love, and made me. VffivQ^Vi -^t:.- 
I s^n my heart in obedience \a \nn\ aai V«> ^-vaw-. 



to bow to tlie yoke, to take up the diiily crossi 
despise the shame, aad rollow him in the way o^ 
truth and righteousness. Herein I have found 
peace, rest, and true satisfaction to my soul; and 
although it hath been my portion, with many 
other brethren, Bomelimes to eat the bread ofad- 
versity, and to drink the water of affliction, yet 
my Teacher and Comforter, whom I witness to be 
nigh, can none remove from me. He hath been 
and is with me in the prison-house, and in the low 
dungeon. That which formerly reproved and 
judged me for evil, and raised desires in roe after 
the Lord, now keeps me in peace with him, and 
in fellowship with his people; though I deny not 
that I have now a greater measure of light and 
grace than I then had ; for although the light or 
seed of the kingdom be in the unbeliever and un- 
converted, even as the least of ail seeds, yet in 
whomsoever it is received in faith, love, and obe- 
dience, it grows till it is the greatest among herbs, 
and becomes a tree ; under its shadow they sit 
with great delight, and its fruit becomes sweet to 
their taste; as a little leaven hid in three mea- 
sures of meal, it operates in the hearts of those 
who believe in it, until it hath wrought out the 
old leaven of malice, sin, and corruption, and lea- 
vened tlie Koul Into its own nature. The same 
light which condemned me for sin, when I was in 
disobedience to it, now saves me from sin, justices 
ineaa I am kept in the faith and obedience of 
it, and ministers to me rest and peace. So this 
t and affirm experimentally, (against all op- 
. gainaayers, and undcrvaluers of the light,) 
le light of Christ in the conscience of that 
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maa or woman who is in tmbdief, and in ihe un- 
converted state, is one ia nature with the light m 
that man or woman who is in the belief of it, and 
converted by it: and the light of Christ in the 
conscience of the drunkard and swearer, that dotli 
check, judge, and reprove him for his sins, if it be 
believed in, loved, and obeyed, is able to sace him 
from his sins. They who love evil, hate the 
light, and reject it, do not witness the saving-, 
healing virtue, the restoring', redeeming power of 
the light ; it is to them a judge and condemner ; 
but they who receive it in the love and belief 
thereof, receive power to become the sons of God, 
and joint heirs with Christ, of the icingdom of 
God, which endures for ever. 

So blessed be the Lord my God, who is worthy 
to he praised in the sense of his love, goodness, 
and grace ; and having obtained mercy of Him, 
and expenenced his tender fatherly dealings to- 
wards me, my heart is opened with love and good 
will to all people, desiring their good and eternal 
welfare in God." 

That which now follows is taken from two 
testimonies concerning William Bennit, written 
respectively by Edmund Cross and William 
Pearce, two Friends who suffered imprison- 
ment with him, and who, froih their intimate ac- 
quaintance with him, appear to have been well 
qualified to describe his character. " William J 

Bennit was a man wholly given up to serve the I 

Lord, and what he did for Him he did with all his I 

I heart. Great was his care over the church of I 

ft Christ; and when in bonds foT H\ftCiasv^*«^«^i I 
I be gave Ibrtb divers epialVea tuW o^ Va'SMei^'i «•*-- I 
^^>nadons aud comfort. He \iaA. vi^* "^^ o^i*-^-^ 
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ficationa of an eltier and minister of Christ, walk- 
ing' in lioliness, meekness, and godly fear; ncvtr 
exalting himself above any, but [showing] tiimgelf 
an example of humility and self-denial. Al- 
though he was of a weakly constitution of body, 
yet when engaged in preaching the Gospel, he 
was so upheld by the mighty power of God, and 
carried forth nith such fervency and zeal, that 
there appeared no infirmness in him ; and not- 
withstanding his bodily weakness he otlen travel- 
led in the service of the Gospel. He had a very 
good gift in the ministry, and was well acquainted 
with the Holy Scriptures. Tiiat [ardent] love by 
which he was drawn forth to serve the Lord, 
flowed from him in the assemblies of God's peo- 
ple, as sweet streams from a pleasant fauntaiu, to 
the nourishment of the true birth; in the sense 
whereof his heart was often filled with great 
strength of life and hEavenly courage. He was 
often concerned to exhort Friends to remember 
their first love, and the day wherein they received 
the truth ; and although they had experienced 
much, and witnessed a large increase in the riches 
of God's kingdom, [still] to stay their minds on 
the measure of his gift or grace in themselves ; 
reminding them that Jacob was commanded by 
the Lord, after his many trials and great increase 
of riches, to go to Belhel, the place where the 
Lord first appeared to him, there to dwell and 
erect an altar. He also often put Friends in mind 
of speaking the pure language, by saying thee 
and thou to a single person, witliout respect of 
persons; and exhorted them to feel the concern of 
truth upon their spirits, and in the drawing of 
tbeiave of God, to assemble in Uianutat^ai few. 
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He wrestled much in prayer with tlic Lord, 
for the good of all, particularly for such as 
suffered imprisonment for the testimony of a 
good conscience. He oflen prayed lliat God 
would be pleased to make the prison as a palace 
to them, through the incomes of his heavenly life 
and blessed presence to their souls ; that he 
would comfort such as lay upon a bed of sickness, 
and support such as travel by sea or land in his 
work and service ; and accompany them with bis 
living power and presence, [in order] that their 
service might be effectual. He prayed also for 
his enemies, that it would please the Lord to tura 
their hearts and open their eyes lo see against 
whom they were striving, that they might behold 
Him whom, with their sins, they had pierced — 
repent, be converted, and healed. Thus did the 
love of God flow from this his servant, not only 
to friends but to enemies, having so learned of 
his master, Christ Jesus, whom he faithfully 
' served in his generation. 

"The Lord employed him in his vineyard, both 
lo plant and water ; and it was his delight to 
break up untilled ground, often having meetings 
where no Friends had been before. His Gospel- 
labours were very much blessed, and through his 
plain and prevalent ministry many were added to 
the church. 

" He [proved himself] very faithful, not only in 
word and doctrine, but also in life and conversa- 
tion. Even his enemies were made to confess 
thathewas aman of an honest, godly, and upright I 

I life: not only in the town of Wooi\n\&'g6, '«V«a I 
m be dwelt, but wherever he ■was V^(i'«-o.,\a* "*^^ 1 
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preached truth, his carriage was innocent, and liis 
words were very savoury, ministering grace to his 
hearers. He was indeed one to whom the Lord 
had, in a large measure, fulfilled his promise, to 
' make a man more pure than fine gold, yea, 
than the golden wedge of Ophir;' for having been 
tried in the furnace of affliction, he became a ves- 
sel of honour, fitted for the Lord's service; as, 
saith Solomon, ' Take away the dross from the 
silver, and there shall come forth a vessel for the 
finer.' 

He was, for his testimony to the truth, east 
into divers gaols. The places of his longest 
imprisonment, and in some of which he was con- 
fined at several different times, were Yarmoulh, 
Norwich, Bliborough, Melton, Ipswich, and Ed- 
mondsbury. In the last-named place he lay 
among felons nearly eight years, and was kept so 
close a prisoner, that during five years of the 
time he scarcely set his foot over the threshold. 
[To conclude this brief notice of his sufferings — ] 
on the 12lh ofthe sixth month, 1683, he was, whibl 
upon his knees in prayer, at a meeting at Wood- 
bridge, violently haled away by a constable, and 
with several other Friends taken before a justice, 
who committed them to Mellon gaol, for being, 
as the mittimus declared, at a ' Quakers' meeting, 
wliich is contrary to law.' He was kept a close 
prisoner at Melton till the nest sessions, which 
were held at Woodbridge, where an indictment 
was preferred against him, for being ' riotously 
and routcusly assembled with many others,' Ac. 
To this charge, (after advancing many sound ar* 
g-itmenta, to prove the meetings of Friends I 
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be without any other object than to wait upon 
and worship the Lord, and therefore in no way 
hurtful or dangerous to the government, &c. he 
pleaded not guilty. It was then asked, whether 
he would give bail for his appearance at the next 
quarter-sessions, and to be of good behaviour. 
This he refused to do, knowing he had not mis- 
behaved himself; he was therefore remanded to 
prison, and again kept very close till the next 
sessions, when he was, with some other Friends, 
brought into court and put on trial. Much ar- 
gument took place between the prisoners and the 
court; and the jury, after having retired for a con- 
siderable time, declared the prisoners not guilty. 
This highly displeased the chairman, who per- 
suaded the jury to alter their verdict, and find 
the prisoners guilty of an unlawful assembly; 
and as if this was not usage sufficiently hard, 
W. B. although then very weak was sent off, in 
the latter part of an intensely cold day, (the snow 
falling very fast all the way,) to Ipswich. It was 
late in the evening before he reached the prison ; 
and for want of beds, and timely notice to make 
provision, this tender man was obliged, wet and 
cold as he was, to sit up all night. It was truly 
grievous to witness this cruel treatment ; yet the 
innocent sufferer was preserved in patience and 
resignation, saying, in allusion to this journey, 
' If it lay in Aw freedom to go or not, although 
he might gain much as to the outward he could 
not go, such teas his weakness ; yet for the truth's 
, aake he was freely given up, though it might 
prove the dissolution of kts bod^^ ^Avi-ineni^'y^v^ 
happened, for he never gol ovm A.Nsu.v ^lotv-oMasA. 
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to grow weaker, till upon tlie 213rd of the 
4th month, 1684, in the prison-house at Ipswich, 
the place of his coafinenicnt, he finished his 
testimony, and laid down his head in perfect 
peace. At the hour of his departure, whilst his 
dear wife, with several other friends, were sitting 
by the corpse in retirednessof mind, very sorrow- 
ful for their great loss, the love of God broke in 
upon them in an abundant manner, to their great 
refreshment and satisfaction. 

May we [who survive,] be found working the 
work of God in our day, by answering bis requir- 
ings, that so we like this faithful servant of Christ, 
may iinish our course with joy, and lay down our 
heads in peace !" 




JlSBRXSa TO HIS PARENTS. 



Dear Fatjieii and Motiieb, 

My endeared love abounds towards you, 
and in that which hath brought me into true obe- 
dience to God and man do 1 salute you, [desir- 
ing] your growth in the spirit of holiness, which 
growth slandeth not in words, but in life and 
power; wait to feel your increase thereiD, and de- 
crease in words which are out of the power of 
God. Many have grown rich in words, have ac- 
counted that [to be] their growth witliout the life, 
and hare fed upon the knowledge more tlian upon 
life: upon such the famine is to come. There- 
fore, dear hearts, yea exceedingly dear to me, 
keep to the measure of God in your own particu- 
lars, and be obedient to its operation, for as it is 
to work upon the soul, so it worketh not with- 
out the Boul'a yielding obedience thereunto; 
yet [jit isj not the soul's work, but the work 
of God in and upon the soul. For though 
Christ is come a light into the world, and ts 
the salvation of God, to them who believe tu 
and obey him, yet he is the condemnation of those 
who believe not in him ; the light manifestetb evil, 
and if the creature yield obedience to the light, 
it gives him power over evil; yet not the crea- 
ture's power, but the power of God, which beget- 
teth the will and the deed also. 

Therefore perfect obedience to the light 
the tiord requiretli of every one, and daily to 
watch and wrestle against t\\a\, -MVyiv '■\a *aa&.- 
deranaWe by the light-, fo'c m> Votv^ '*»'^'"''^'^^ 
. lure inowingly Uvea in ^t l^.-«>ie"iw^ '•^ ■*■* ^ 
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or deeds) that it seeth to be reprovable by tbe 
light, it cannot enjoy perfect peace with God; 
for the peace of God is enjoyed in tbe light: 
and tnity, if that condemn, the Lord doth 
not justify. Many believe they are justified 
in the sight of God, through Christ, although 
the witoessa of God lets them see that thej are 
yet in their sins, and condemns them for sin. 
This faith (or rather unbelief) leads them to con- 
clude that neither themselves nor any others can 
be made free from all sin on this side the grave, and 
yet they imagine they are free from it in the sight 
of God. But beware of that faith, it is not the 
true faith, the gift of God, which, through Christ, 
saveth from all sin. It is hard for one in whose 
heart the wicked one hath seated this faith, or 
persuasion, to come to live in the life of truth, 
which is holy : for when the light lets the soul 
see it is in its sins, brings trouble and condemna- 
tion, also a desire in the heart to l>e freed from 
sin ; even then the wicked one begetteth this 
persuasion in the creature, that it cannot be freed 
from all sin here ; and this persuasion causes the 
creature to do despite to the Spirit of grace, and 
strive to quench its reproofs, and so to get at ease 
in that wrong belief, and sit down short of the 
peace of God. So that which begat desires in 
the creature to be freed from sin, comes to be 
veiled and slain. Many thousands are in this 
slate, boasting that they are justified by Christ, 
and that h.? hath done all for them, and if they 
can believe it that is sufficient, although still in 
their sins. 
JVbw the apostle Paul sallh, " If while we 
'Bek to be juatiSed by Chmt, we autwLUG& i^aq 
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are found sinners, is tliercfore Christ the minister 
of sin ? God forbid ! Shall we contiime in sin 
that grace may abound God forbid ! how shall 
we that are dead to sin live any longer therein V 
Oh ! in tender love I beseech jou, to beware of 
that delusion of the wicked one, for it is very 
dangerous, and a broad way, which the creature 
is prone to run iato. Now there is a great dif- 
ference betwixt such, who with the light see 
much sin which they are addicted to, yet to be 
subdued, and it is their sore burden, and they in 
the strength of the light wrestle against it, and 
■o find it daily decrease ; I say there is a great 
difference betwixt those who are iu this state, 
travelling out of sin, out of Egypt, where the 
bondage is, towards Zion, where the freedom is, 
and such as are set down satisfied, in a false con- 
fidence and wrong belief, continuing in sin, and 
believing they shall not be free from it here. 
But you know otherwise, therefore abide in the 
life, [in that life] which is the light of men, the 
true light, which lightcth every man that cometh 
into the world, and is the salvation of God : 
therein wait, and feel your minds exercised in its 
operation, for this changetb the mind, the thoughts, 
the affections, and desires ; lor as they have been 
earthly, so they become heavenly ; [then] it is the 
Boul's delight to answer the end of the Lord, and 
U> endeavour to walk worthy of his love, and it 
becumes its life to do the will of God. Dut 
before this can be witnessed, the strait and 
narrow way must be known, felt, and lived in; 
and there must be a passing lWoi^ ^^«. 'k'^^- 
tbrot^ii tJje water, tlitougVx vW owe. \»wi'C\i.'«i'?j-. 



id ADDRESS TO f 

vfaich baptizeth into deatli, and traiislateth into 
lire. Oh 1 dear father and mother, keep, I be- 
seech you, to the gift of God in your own par- 
ticulars, and be obedient to its lea(litig;s ; therein 
watch diligently, continually, and with it try 
your thoughts, words, and mtents, before you 
bring them forth ; and if they be reprovable, give 
them up to the fire to be consumed. Dear hearts, 
it is in inexpressible love that 1 write thus unto 
yon : be very wary of Bpeaking of things by 
contraries, which you are addicted to, for there 
is no lie of the truth, and he that abideth in the 
truth is preserved out of the lie ; he that loveth 
the liglit bringeth his deeds to the light to try 
them, whether they be wrought in God, 

So be not forward to utter words, but fee! the 
light of Christ to guide and lead you, and bring 
your thoughts and words to it, to try them: now 
if they be reprovable by the light, then they are 
to die, and not be brought forth ; for if they be, 
this grieveth the righteous Spirit of God, and 
breaks your peace with him; for if his witness 
condemn, he doth not justify, so the creature 
keeping low in the pure fear and dread of the 
Lord, dares not do, speak, or think that which it 
seeth to be vain and evil, if it could gain the whole 
world by it. But truly [many] professors are out 
of this condition ; though they can talk of the 
fear of ihe Lord, scarcely one of a thousand is 
come into that state. This is a hard saying, 
who is able to bear it ? Vet it is a [rue saying, 
though they will not believe it. Oh ! the largest 
talkers, even of the highestsort, are farthest frotn 
the life of truth, which is hoV^ -, (ot ftuch kre 
ytetUed OD their lees, have beeo WWAvBt ^*»"6»i 
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very higli, and have g-atliered mucli riclies; it is 
bard for these to lutse all, to have tlieir building 
thrown down, and not one atone left upon ano- 
ther. Oh[ the Lord God of compassion ia 
gathering many tender hearts from among them, 
who hunger and breathe after Him, and are not 
satbfied with the husks, the shadows, and dead 
forms in which they dwell ; and, poor hearts, they 
have sought after the Lord, even fervently, day 
after day, and year after year, but could not 
find him. Such is the Lord now gathering into 
his fold, where they shall enjoy their Shepherd, 
and their souls shall not want. 

So once more do I, in tender love, direct you to J 
the gift of God in your own particulars ; keep in ■ . 
the fewness of words, for too many words become I 
not those who profess godliness. Let your words I 
be few, and let them savour of the grace of God, 
whicli leadeth into a meek, sober, modest, cliaste 
life ; that so your upright conversation may 
preach righteousness, even to the convincing of i 
those who have been as teachers over you, whom J 
ye will cooie to see, as you keep to the measure | 
of God's [Spirit,] and know them to be a people j 
whose minds are at liberty and at ease in the 
flesh. Let their knowledge be never so lai^e, 
their declarations never so high, yet if such come 
not, and keep not to that which is to be a stay to J 
the mind, a stop to their thoughts, a bridle to 
their tongues, a light to their steps, their know- 
ledge, their declarations, their works, and their 
sufferings are all in vain ; and a babe of the 
heavenly birth sees and com^iftW^is '&«.■(». 
WeJi, into (he hand ot iha ViUiA io ^ cotokk*. 
_ >eu. {May you] be gaitlietai VuXn ^^^ 'tt*;^^'^'''^ 



ID hig pure fear, watchful and diiigest in Uie 
light, warring and wrestling in the Eti'cngtlk of jti 
against that which you see is to be mortified. 

And, dear ones, one thing more 1 have to say 
unto you. Beware of condemning one another 
for that evil wliich yourselves aie addicted 
to ; but first see it subdued and mortified in your- 
selves, whether it be in word or action, before 
you condemn otliers Jbr it, though they be pro- 
fane people ; and when you speak a word of k- 
proof lo any, beware of doing it in a light, frothy 
way, as many do, even in the airy spirit, which 
bringclli forth the same things in themselves ; 
but let it be done in the sober, solid, seasoned, 
savoury spirit, that it may reach the witness of 
Gotl in them unto whom you speak, and .then it 
will be profitable. So the Lord God Almighty 
preserve me and you, and all bis little one«, ift 
his holy awe and dread, and [enable us] to paw 
the time of our pilgrimage here in fear aud trem- 
bling. 

From your Sou, 

William Bennit. 



Till! Lord God Almighty is looking down upou 
tiie sons and daughters of men, and beb^^s 
taa/ij/ of them as poor scalteieil ?Vs?y,uSV\''5S«*. 
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shepherd; wandering as in the waste, howling wil- 
derness; hungry and thirsty, seeking diligently 
for food upon the barren mountains, running 
from one broken cistern to another, yet unable to 
find that which would truly satisfy aud refresh 
their souls; seeking rest, but finding no true 
rest ; desiring to know where the good Shepherd 
of Israel feeds bis sheep and lambs, and where 
they lie down In quietness, free from the fear of 

The Lord hath seen this, and is moved with 
pily and compassion towards [such as these;] 
and for his own seed's sake he is in mercy stretch- 
ing forth the hand of his loving kiudness to 
them, to gather in one the scattered and dispersed, 
to bring home the wanderers, the prodigals, (who 
have long fed upon the husks among the swine,) 
to the Father's house, where there is bread 
enough, and where water faileth not. 

Yea, the Lord of heaven and earth hath lifted 
up an ensign for the nations, and will assemble 
the outcasts of Jacob, and the dispersed of Judah 
from the four corners of the earth. He will re- 
turn the captivity of his people, and then shall 
Jacob rejoice, and Israel be glad. The stem of 
Jesse shall stand for an ensign to the people ; 
unto Him shall the Gentiles seek, and his rest 
shall be glorious. He liath righteousness for the 
girdle of his loins, and faithfulness for the girdle 
of hia reins; He hath put on the garment of 
vengeance for clothing, and is clad with zeal as 
with ft cloak ; He hatli on a vesture dipped iix 
blood, and his name is the WotA (I'C Go4. 

This is be whom the Lord ^wevXi^ot a cwit^'a.-^ 
rf/iie people, for a UgUl «. vlifcGe.a\-^'^'*-'^*^ 
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bis salvation to tTie ends of tlie earth : tbia 19 he 

who maketh all tilings new, who causeth old ' 
tilings to pas3 away, and creates a new heaven 
and a new earth, whereia dwelleth righteousneK : 
this is he who is the strong arm of God's mighty 
power, stretched forth to deliver the poor and 
needy out of the hand of him who is too strong 
for him — the hand of his loving-kindness, which 
I in mercy is stretched forth towards those who 
cannot be satisfied with the husks, shells, and 
shadows, but thirst after Him, the substance. 
Ah I dear people! tliis is the salvation of God, 
the Word of eternal life : " in him was life, and 
the hfe was the light of men." He is " the true 
light, that lighteth every man that cometh into 
the world." He had a body prepared him, in 
which he suffered the will of him that sent him ; 
was born of the Virgin Mary, was circumcised 
the eighth day, was baptized by John the Bap- 

I tist, eat the passover with his disciples, (for lie 

II came to fulfil all righteousness,) was betrayed by 
Judas, judged to die by Pontius Pilate, crucified 
without the gates of Jerusalem, rose again the 
tliird day, (according to the Scriptures,) ascended 
into heaven, and sitteth at the right hand of 
God, glorified with the same glory that he had 
with the Father before the world began. And 
bis disciples, according to his command, waited 
at Jerusalem till they were endued with power 
from on high, and had received the promise of 1 
the Holy Ghost, the Spirit of truth; then they 
witnessed his word fulfilled, "He dwelleth with 
jou, aud shall be in you." This is the immortal 
Word which ivas in the begmn'm^. aod which 

fail pre&ched, to wit Christ Va\iiw, ■w\«fc\it 1 
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■aid, "Who sliall ascend, that is to bring' Christ 
■down from above, or who shall descend, that is, 
,to bring: «P Christ again from the dead : but the 
'Word is nigh thee, even in thy nioutli and in thy 
heart, that is, the word of faith which we preach, 
And he exhorted the Corinthians to examine 
whether they were in the faith; to 
themselves ; [adding] " Know ye not your- 
, how that Jesus Clirist is in you, except 
ije be reprobates ?" And John, in his writing to 
the saints, reminds tliem of that within, which 
they had heard from the beginning, " Let that 
Aerefore abide in you, which ye have heard from 
ilbe beginning." ■' If it shall remain in you, ye 
also shall continue in tlie Son and in llie 
Tather." " But the anointing which ye have 
Received of him, abideth in you, and ye need not 
Ihat any man teach you ; but as the same anoint- 
ngteacheth you of all things, and is truth, and is 
BO lie." And as Christ, "the Truth" in ihcm, 
Sid teach them, they witnessed the power of 
Sod within, the Word nigh in their hearts, 
tte Spirit of God in their inward parts, by 
vhich they were led and guided, taught and 
■structed. "For," saith Paul, "as many as 
ire led by the Spirit of God, they are the sons 
if God :" and, " if any man have not the Spirit 
»f Christ, he is none of his." "That which 
nay be known of God, is manifest in them." 
f The manifestation of the Spirit is given to 
ivery man, to profit witiial." " Tlie grace of 
3od, that bringeth salvation, hath appeared 
into all men, teaching us, tVv&V iew^vn?, -osv- 
vdl'mess and worldly \usU, ■«& a\\w*& '^^'" 
berly, r^hteoualy, and goi^^j, w ^^^^*'C^'^*^ 
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world." [Thus] the saints Telt and knew that in 
lliemselves, of which they were born a^n, even 
Christ in them, the seed incorruptible, " the Word 
of God, ffhich livelh and abidetb for ever." By 
this they were begotten again unto God ; even 
they who were once as dead stones, were raised 
up to be living children unto Abraham; they 
came to feed upon the bread of life, and to drink 
of the cup of blessing; by one spirit were bap- 
tized into one body, and were made to drink into 
one spirit, wherein they worshipped and served 
the Lord, and by which iheir souls were united 
unto each other, and unto Him, who is God over 
all, blessed for ever. Ah ! dear people ! in whose 
hearts there are true desires, and secret thirsUngs 
after the living God, wherever ye are scattered 
among the many sects, towards you doth my 
soul yearn with love and good-will, [desiring] 
that you may come to enjoy that which you are 
seeking after, to possess that [which] you are 
thirsting for. You, who have been seeking God 
where you cannot find him, and have been run- 
ning from mountain to hill, and from hill to 
mountain, from one broken cistern to another, 
and from one dead form to another, but remain 
unsatisfied, and are sensible that yon still want 
the enjoyment of the love and sweet peace of 
God, and groan daily under the burden of sin 
and corruption, with desires to be set free there- 
from 1 oh ! you who have been thus seeking a 
God afar off, retire inward, wait to know the 
Lord God near you, his pure Spirit in you, to lead 
and ^uide, to teach and instruct you. " God is 
I spirit," and his teachings ate spitilual: He 
be Anown in spirit, and wovAiv?*^ '^ 
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spirit and tn Lrutli ; not at the mauntain, neitlier 
at Jeruaalem, not in this set forin, nor in the 
other form, as " Lo here '. and lo there !" In the 
spirit is the Lord God known and worshipped 
aright; and so they who are born of the Spicit, who 
live in the Spirit and are taught and led by the Spirit 
or truth, are acceptable worshippers with the Lord. 
It is the purified ?ons of Levi, who have passed 
through the fire, that are purged even as gold is 
purged, aod tried as silver is tried, by Him, tlie 
Light of Israel, (who is as a refiner's fire, and like 
fuller's soap,) that can offer unto God an offering 
in righteousness, and whose offerings are pleasant 
unto the Lord ; but the polluted sacrifices, the 
halt, the blind, and the lame, are an abomination 
unto the God of purity, who is blessed for ever- 
more ! This is a tender invitation unto you, who 
have been spending your money for that 
which is not bread, and your Ubour for that 
which hath not yet satisfied your souls, but are 
still thirsty for want of drink, and hungry for 
want of food. Oh ! dear people '. hunt no longer 
abroad, run no longer from one broken cistern to 
another, wait no longer at the wells that men 
, have digged, draw no longer at them, for still 
you thirst again. Oh! turn your minds inward, 
and wait to find and feel that in you, which you 
so carefully (and with sorrow) have been seeking 
without you, even the water that Christ gives, 
as he said to the woman of Samaria, " Whoso- 
ever dtinketh of the water that I shall give him, 
idiall never thirst; but the water that I shall give him 
■ball be in him a well of water, spritigin^ m.^ v^m::> 
eiwlasting life." So the walet WaV Ovt^sN. ^'<™ 
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is within, therefore turn inward, to his pure gift 
in your own hearts, to his light in your consci- 
ences; for tliat comes from him, and leads to 
him, tJie fountain of living water. Dear people, 
it is not enough to confess and believe that 
Christ died at Jerusalem for dinners, and that he 
hath done all for you ; for the drunkard and 
swearer will make a confession of Christ in words, 
as many professors do, who say, they are justi- 
fied by Christ, and he hath done all for them ; 
and yet tliey are still in their sins, in the pride 
and eovetousness, vanity, pomp, and vain glory 
of the world ; in its vain customs, inventions, 
and traditions, seeking and loving itit honour and 
respect, the praise of men more than the praise 
of God. It is not enough to confess Christ with- 
out, and say you believe in him, &c. except you 
come to know him made manifest in you, to de- 
stroy the works of the devil; for your thus pro- 
fessing and confessing Christ, doth not cleanse 
your hearts, nor sanctify your souls ; but still you 
see you are bond-slaves unto sin and corruption, 
and led captive by the lusts and desires of your 
own hearts. It will be so, dear people, until you 
turn your minds inward, to the pure light of 
Christ in you, that discovers the sin and corrup- 
tion of your hearts. As you come to believe in 
that, to love and follow that, you will find it 
working; out the old leaven of sin, iniquity, and 
corruption, and working you into its own nature ; 
and so you will come to see your regeneration 
wrought by Christ, the immortal Word, to be 
born again of tlie seed incorruptible, which must 
be known within, to bruise U>c sci^nt's head, 
'egod of thi% world, the w'lcVied b^w\\. ^^\a.\.^Eaia 
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man into sin, and which hath been exalted in 
the heart of man, halh been lord, head, and king 
there. The holy seed, the pure life hath sufiered, 
hath Ijeen "pressed under you, even as a cart is 
pressed that is full of sheaves;" ye like sheep have 
gone astray, and followed your own way. But, 
oh ! return unto the " good Shepherd," who 
laid down bis life for his sheep, and [who would] 
gather the scattered into the fold of rest, and cause 
them to lie down in the fresh pastures of life, 
where none can make them afraid ; to feed 
and Slip with him, who is their life, their rest, their 
love, and delight. So, dear people, because I 
fervently desire that you might come to taste of 
the love and sweet peace of my God, which is 
that which would satisfy your souls, I beseech 
you to take heed to that in your hearts, which 
ts as a light that shinelh in a dark place, disco- 
vering unto you the deeds of darkness and the 
works of the night to be evil ; and fear not that 
it will deceive you, for it is the sure word of pro- 
phecy, unto which you Qwill] do well to lake 
iieed, until the day dawn in your hearts, and 
light shine out of darkness, and wholly extin- 
guish the night. Give no heed to them who 
speak evil of the way of the Lord, and count 
truth to be error, and light darkness. The pro- 
fessing Jews boasted of Moses, the law and the 
prophets, bnl when He, whom Moses and the 
prophets prophesied uf, wliom the law did figure 
out, who fulfils the law, who was the life of 
Moses and the prophets, came unto them, they 
bated him, andsaid, " We kuQWlW\.G*A«s.Ti«.'' 
uiitc.Moscs; as for this teVVov), "«e Vt\o-w ^a\.-«\v'i».>^<i 
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lie \i ; lie is a glutton, a wine-bibber, a friend to 
publicans and sinners : he, through Beelzebub, the 
prince of devils, doth cast out devils," &c. And 
truly I may say, (not out of a prejudiced mind 
towards any, for my soul bears love and good- 
will towards all men,) it is the same now with 
many of the professors in this age, as [it was with] 
the Jews, who made a large boast and professsion 
of Moses, the law, and the prophets, and hated 
Him, [who is] the life of them ; [so these] make a 
lai^ boast ol Christ in words, and of his dying 
in Jerusalem, (which I believe he did, according 
as the Scriptures testify,) and that he hath done 
all for them, and if they can but believe it, that 
is enough, &c. And yet, whilst thej are thus 
professing him in words, behold many of them 
are enemies to his life, and so enemies to him 
whom they boast of, who is the Word that was in 
the beginning, in whom was hfe, and the life 
was the light of men : "The true light," saith 
John, "that lighteth every man that cometh 
into the world ;" but the professors say, it is a 
natural light, which convinceth wicked men of 
sin in their own hearts, and judgetb them for 
evil doing, and so call ihelife of the Word, which 
is the light of men natural ; it is a natural con- 
science, say some, it is an insufficient light, it Is 
a common grace, ifec. ; (so common it is indeed, 
thai, as Paul saith, it hath appeared unto all men, 
even that grare that bringeth salvation ;) nay, 
some will blasphemously presume to say, it is a 
spiiit of delu-ion, a spirit of error; and these 
call ihe li^ht darkness, and the good evil; and 
•ey one clay dliall know the'it b\a8^\\ero^, and 
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their words shall become their burden ; these 
are in great darkness and ignorance ; yea, thick 
darkness iills their habitation, even the darkness 
of Egypt, that may be felt ; and it is hard 
for them to be brought into the pure hght, and 
unchangeable truth of God, although with the 
LordGcd Almighty nothing is impossible. These 
are like the Scribes and Pharisees, who, although 
they professed God in words, and said they had 
one Father, even God, sought to shut up the 
kingdom of Heaven from men, and would neither 
go in themselves, nor suffer them that were enter- 
ing to go in. Whoever thou art, and whatever 
by men thou art accounted of, that doth make a 
large profession of God, Christ, and the Scrip, 
tures of truth in words, and doth hate and speak 
evil of the light, the true " light, that lighteth 
every man that cometh into the world," thou art 
a hater of God and of Christ, and art of Anti- 
christ against Christ, although thou professest 
him in words, and sayest thou art saved by him, 
and justified by him, &c. ; yet If thou hatest his 
light in tliy own conscience, which doth check 
thee for evil doing and prick thee for thy sins in 
secret, thou art in enmity to him, and condemned 
by the light, and not justified; and thy confession 
of Christ in words will not save thee from his 
righteous condemnation, and thy profession is for 
the fire, anil unto the light thou must come before 
tliou canst find true peace with the Lord God. 
Yea, whatever thou art who art chmbing up in 
thy imaginations, and soaring alofl with the god 
01 this world, the Prince of the ^wex tiS "Joa 
aiif abave the light, lliou muat.cu'ove.iJui'Nw. "i^'«* 
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down to that wliii:li appears a small thing in tby 
eye, even to tliat whicli thou countcst a foolisli 
thing, a weak, a poor thing, not worth thy mind- 
ing or heeiiing ; but this is it, the foolish thing 
in thy eye, that is to confound thy wisdom, and 
turn it into foolishness, that so thou becoming; a 
fool, mayst be made wise in it. This is the weak 
thing in thy eye, wlitch is to confound thy 
strength, and make thee weak, that thou mayst 
be strong in it ; and the poor thing in thy eye, 
which is to rob thee of all thy riches, that thou, 
becoming poor, in it mayst be made rich. For 
where is the wise, the Rabbi, the scribe, the dis- 
puter ol' this world ? Hath not God made foolish 
the wisdom of this world ? for the world by wis- 
dom knows not God; ami so the boaster is ex- 
cluded, that God may have the glory, and alt 
flesh be abased and silent before Him ; for He 
it worthy of alt glory and praise forever! So 
heed not, dear people, (you who hare any desire 
in you af^er the Lord,) what this man or the other 
saith [against] the light ; but love the light, and 
take heed unto it; for that which judges and con- 
demns sin in you, you need not fear will delude 
you ; but beware of that which leads into sin and 
evil, that is a spirit of delusion. " All things that 
are reproved are made manifest by the light, for 
whatsoever doth make manifest is light;" and 
this will not only make maniFest the sia and 
evil, but as you turn your minds inward unto it, 
and love and follow it. it will save you from your 
sins, and redeem your souls unto God ; for they 
wio receive his light, his pure grace in them, re- 
^/ffi power through it lo becomt tivt sons of 
H(f / tor through his grace dol^i \vc mavi:\feA. V* 
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power ill them that believe in the Irgiit, lo the 
drawing their hearts and minJs out of ungodh"- 
ness and worldly lusts, and teaching them to 
live soberly, righteously, and godly in this pre- 
sent world ; and thus the free grace of God 
bringeth salvation lo their souls. And so, dear 
people, as you come to believe in the light, to 
love and obey the light in your own consci- 
ences, you will feel and witness the work of the 
Lord God in your hearts, the operation of the 
Word of life, to the casting out of the bond- 
woman and lierson, who is not to inherit; to the 
binding of the strong man, and casting him out ; 
yea, the old man with his deeds is lo be put off; 
jou are to be renewed in the spirit of your minds, 
and the new man is to be put on, who, alter God, 
is created in righteousness and true holiness. 

So coming lo the light, Christ Jesus, you come 
to the substance, to him in whom the figures, 
types, and shadows end ; and lo witness him 
in you, who fulfils all righteousness; you will be 
circumcised in him with the circumcision made 
without hands, by the putting off the body of 
the sins of the flesh, of which the outward cir- 
cumcision was a figure, and [experience] the bap- 
tism of Christ, which is with the Holy Ghost and 
fire, of which John's baptism with outward water 
was a true figure. John bare testimony nnto 
Christ, the light of the world, and said, " I must 
decrease, but he must increase. I indeed baptize 
yoii with water, but he (Christ Jesus, who was 
before me,] shall baptize you with the Holy 
Gbost. and with fire ; whose fan is in Vi^?, t,-a.v.4.-, 
Utd he wilt ihrougliVy puTga V\* toot, ■»s^ 
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gather the wlisat into his garner, but tlie 
chaff he will burn up with unquenchable (ire." 
The day of gathering is come, wherein the Lord 
God is gathering the dispersed, seeking that 
■which was lost, bringing back that which was 
driven away, healing that which was sick, and 
binding up that which was broken, but the strong 
and the fat he is feeding with judgment. The 
Lord is gathering people out of the forms and 
shadows, wherein many have long stuck, and is 
bringing them to the substance and life itself, out 
of the many sects and divers ways, into the one 
way of life, light, peace, truth, and righteous- 
ness; and by the one Spirit is baptiiting them 
who believe in the light, into the one body, 
wherein tlie unity, (he oneness, and the fellow- 
ship is witnessed; blessed be his name. The 
way of the Lord is pure, righteous, and un- 
changeable ; " I am the way, the truth, and the 
life," saith Christ, the immortal word. " No man 
Cometh unto the Father but by me." " I am 
come a light into the world, that whosoever be- 
lievelh in me should not abide in darkness." 
Therefore, dear people, love the liglitj and "while 
ye have hght, believe in the light, that ye may 
be children of light," and heirs of an inheritance 
incorruptible, that will not fade away. There is 
no obtaining the crown but through the cross, 
and this you will know, who come to love tiie 
light, to learn of Him who is meek and lowly in 
heart, and lo follow him in the strait and narrow 
way which leads to life. " If any roan will come 
after me," (saith Christ,) " let him deny liimself, 
»ad take up his cross and follow me." If jou tn 
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followers of the light, you will know ii daily 
denying of self, a denying of your own wills, 
your own desires, thoughts, and affections, your 
own words and works, your own wisdom and 
righteousness; an houriy living in the cross, 
through which you must come to be crucified to 
the world, its vaoity, pomp, pastime, and plea- 
sures, its sins and iniquities, vain words, works, 
fashions, customs, inventions, and traditions ; so 
coming to be crucified with Christ unto the 
world, and to be baptized into death with him, 
you will live with him unto God, in the lilb of 
righteousness; and in him then you will flud that 
rest, satisfaction, joy, comfort, and peace, which 
no man can give unto you. 

So, dear people, who are seeking the Lord, 
and desiring to find peace and comfort to your 
souls, this I leave with you — flee not from that 
which judges you in your own hearts, for sin and 
evil, which brings sorrow upon you, and 
wounds you in secret because of transgression. 
How many are there who, when they have been 
judged by God's pure light in their hearts, have 
run unto vain helps, even to those who could not 
speak a word in season to them, but who have 
daubed them with untempered mortar, and en- 
deavoured to heat their wound deceitfully, by 
preaching peace to that which is for judgment, 

They have thus run from one physician to ano- 
ther, until at last they have said in their hearts, 
'11 seek no more to man, for vain is the 
Tielp of man; but we will return unto tlie Locd 
God, who hath wounded us, w.ft4Viavi'a.VKi>sa.-. 
who hath broken us lo pieces, ^aviV'fe'^'*-^'^'*-*' 



34 SALUTATION TO FROFESBORS. 

UB up ;" and so returning to the liglit ofChrist Jesua 
iDtheirowDliearts,(by which tlieLord had wounded 
them for sin,) and waiting therein, in patience, 
upoD the Lord, to the way of his righteous judg- 
meotg, which were set up in their faearts, they 
came to feel, through believing in and loving tlie 
light, the cause of their sorrow and wounds taken 
away by the blood of Jesus, which is his life, and 
which has cleansed lliera from their sins ; and 
30 the very cause of their wound being taken 
away, and the corruption purged out, tlien He 
who in mercy towards them had wounded tiiem, 
healed them with the oi! of joy, peace, and glad- 
ness ; and now those that were mourners do re- 
joice ; beauty is given them for ashes, t!ie oil of 
joy for mourning, and the garment of praise for 
the spirit of heaviness, and they are become 
trees of righteousness, the Lord's own planting', 
bringing forth fruit to his glory and praise. These 
can say, " Good it is to wait upon the Lord in 
the way of his judgments, Lo, this is our God, 
we have wailed for him : come, let us rejoice in 
hiB salvation wherewith he hath saved us; he 
hath redeemed us out of the horrible pit; out of 
the miry clay halh he brought us, and set our 
feet upon a rock, and doth establish our goings. 
He tilleth oar souls with the fatness of his house, 
and CBUscth us tu drink of the river of his pleasure. 
Oh ! what shall we render unto the Lord our God 
for his heneiits? Let us take the cup of his salva- 
tion, and drink thereof abundantly ; and in the 
strength of its virtue, in the meekness of our 
hearts, nnd in the lowliness and contritedness of 
oi/j- souls, praise the name of llie UjtiV nut God, 
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who is worthy of all glory and praise for ever and 



P. S. A few words more unto you, dear peo- 
ple, who desire the love and peace of God more 
than the glory and pleasures of the world. Take 
heed unto that which discovers unto you what 
your thoughts are, whether they be good or evil ; 
for it is that which must redeem your minds unto 
God ; wait to know it to be a stay to your minds, 
a stop to your thoughts, and a bridle to your 
tongues; raising a holy fear in your hearts of of- 
fending the God of righteousness in thought, 
word, and deed. Dear people, retire inward, 
to the manifestation of the Spirit of God in your 
own hearts, and wait in it to know the Lord God to 
be your teacher; so that if you should be sepa- 
rated from those that have been your teachers, 
and put into a hole, a dungeon, or cave of the 
earth for your consciences towards God, and be 
separated from all your outward teaching, you 
may then feel and witness the Lord to teach and 
instruct you, to counsel and direct you, to com- 
fort and refresh you, even by his pure eternal 
Spirit in you ; for all the children of the Lord 
shall be taught of him, and established in righ- 
teousness : and great shall be their peace in the 
God of their salvation ; unto whom be honour, 
praise, and glory in the highest, for ever and 
:, for heis worthy, worthy, worthy, saith 

William Bennit. 



my soul. Amen. 
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^^^" FLOCK IN PRISON. 

r Dear, suffering, tribulated lambs of my Maker, 
thctender unfeigned saiutatioa of my soul reac he th 
unto you, in the love of the unchangeable truth, 
whereof God hath made us partakers, of wliif:h he 
hath made us witnesses, and for which he hath 
(through his tove, his constrainiog, overcoming;, 
powerful love) made us willing to part with and I 
be separated from our dearest friends and nearest 
relations, and to endure whatever sufferings he 
shall permit to be inflicted upon ub, rather than 
for any by-ends and self-interest, to do that thing 
willingly which we know would cause his truth to 
suffer, his holy name to be dishonoured, his holy ' 
Spirit to be grieved, and our consciences to be 
defiled. Ah, in this frame of spirit, and freely 
givefl'Up state, the Lord keep us by his power, 
for his own name's sake, even unto the end, until 
our testimony for him, which he, in his beloved 
Son, hath counted us worthy to bear, in this his 
day, be finished, to the praise, glory, and renown 
of his holy powerful name, and to the everlasting 
joy and peace of our immortal souls. Amen. 
My soul ierveotly desires that the holy, living 
presence of my God may be in, with, and amongst 
you all, to your joy and comfort ; that his power 
may uphold you, and keep up your heads above 
all your sufferings and trials, that so none may 
faint or grow weai^, but tliat you may be made 
strong in the Lord, and be able, in the power of 
hi» mi^ht, to resist and beat down all caina) lea- 
sonings, and ffesbly consultings, l\\a,l ^our enemy 



TO FKIBNDS lH PRtSOM. 37 

would infuse into your mmtls; wliJuh, ifenlertaincd, 
how soon may tliey, who are BtroDg, thereby be- 
come weak, aud tliey who witness freedom be 
brought again into bondage, and be again caught 
in the serpent's snares ; for he ia exceedingly 
busy within, as well as without, seeking daily 
whom he may devour and betray. Dear lambs, 
you are in measure acquaiuted with his aub- 
tiely ; yea, blessed be the Lord, who hath opened 
your eyes to see him, his temptations and crafty 
allurements ; and not only so, but you know how 
to resist them, and overcome him and bis temp- 
tations, through the strength of the Lord, who 
bath called and redeemed jou from under his 
power. Notwithstanding, my dear friends, let 
me say unto you, in the brotherly love and ten- 
derness of my soul, watch and keep close unto 
the Lord in your own hearts, that unto him you 
may be kept faithful, to the very end. He will 
make way for your deliverance, and plead your 
righteous cause with his and your adversaries, in 
his own time and season, to your joy and their 
sorrow. Wherefore wholly commit your cause 
unto the Lord your God, who watcheth over you 
and careth for you, and will never leave you ; but 
will stand by, and help you in the needful time, 
even all you whose trust and hope is in him alone. 
Dear lambs, in the pure patience and long-suf- 
fering of our Captain, Leader, and Example, that 
meek One who saith, " Love enemies," posMesa 
your souls; — and rest in stillness and peace, in 

LquKtness and contentedness, in the ark of safety, 
Tftnch the Lord hath prepateA W \i\i ^kkA-^,"^ 
teiirthem up above the flooOl*, u^v^iA vVa -w-s-^s^' 
I — 
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abate and the dry land appear. So ihe Lord be 
with you all, and bind you together in his inno' 
cent love, which thinketh no evil, therein to serve 
him with your whole hearts, and one another with 
all self-denial ; not striving, except to be meekest 
and lowest in mind, that so you may all be ten- 
derly affectioned one towards another, forgiving 
and forbearing one another in love, the strong 
bearing with the infirmities of the weak ; that, 
even as dear children of one Father, you may 
dwell together in peace, and in pure unity in the 
spirit of holiness; that a joy and comfort you 
may be to each other in the Lord j upoo whom, 
dear Iambi, wait together very dilis:eiilly, that of 
his fulness you may all receive ; for he is ready 
bountifully to minister to all who wait upon him, 
that which he seeth is meet for them, even to their 
daily nourishment, joy, comfort, and refresh- 
ment. 

So, in the everlasting love of the tender God 
of compassion, doth my soul dearly salute you 
all, who love the Lord uprightly, and who make 
mention of his name in sincerity and truth, and 
are willing to suffer for the same, whether you be 
in bonds or out of bonds. 

From your friend and companion in the pa- 
tience and long-suffering of the Lamb, who hath, 
must, and shall have the victory over all his ene- 
mies, lo triumph and reign in dominion eternally. 
William Behnit. 

Norwich Castle, 
29th of 7th mo. 1664. 



a letter to a friend under suffering. 

Dear Friend, 

In that which is eternal and iinchaoge- 
able, doth the Kalutatioii of my soul extend to- 
wards thee. [I am] in some measure aenaible of 
the many troubles and crosses which thou hast 
been under, and art now exercised witli ; and 
truly, dear heart, my soul desireth that the Lord 
may enable thee to wade through them all, in 
the pure patience and true contentedness ; and 
that thou mayst lind the arm of hts mighty 
power, beating down and keeping under that 
part, which would complain and murmur against 
Him ; which would fret itself because the wicked 
Sourish, and the proud lord it over the meek of 
the earth. I say, needful it is to know that part, 
which would fret itself because of these things, 
chained down by the lowly, lamb-like Spirit of 
[the Son of] God. This Spirit keeps in coolness, 
gentleness, and patience; enables to love ene- 
mies; makes willing to leave all to the Lord, and 
es dominion over tliat spirit, which in haste, 
yet, as it thinks, in a zeal for God, cries for fire 
to come down from heaven, to devour those who 
instruments of cruelty and oppression. Unto 
the Lord, dear heart, let us commit our cause; 
and sure I am, he will plead it, in his own time, 
to our joy and comfort in the end. Meanwhile, 
the Lord keep us in contentedness, and in do- 
minion over that spirit which counteth the Lord 
slack concerning his promise; for indeed, "He 
is not slack, as some men covml s\iu?«.^esa,>svA.\». 
gsutfering to uswatil ; not -JiWws, ■i^^'*'- ^^"^ 
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Ehould perish, but that all should come to re- 
pentance." My dear Friend, my soul fervently 
desires, that thou and I, with the ret«t of our 
heavenly Father's family, may be kept close ualo 
the measure of the free grace and love of God 
in our own hearts ; that by it we may be conti- 
nually preserved in the lowly fear and pure awe 
of Him. Herein let us watch carefully over 
our thoughts, words, and works, lest in haste we 
should speak or do any thing that may grieve the 
holy seed, wound the just one in ourselves, and 
bring a burden upon our own Muls. 

Wherufore, dear heart, I cannot but desire, 
that I, with thee, and all who love righteousness, 
may be kept watchful in the lowly fear, closeunto 
the grace that keeps humble, and in the fewness 
of words ; that so in sweet stillness and peace we 
may possess our souls, and enjoy the incomes of 
the love [|of God,] the pure refreshing streams of 
the fountain of lite, according to our measures ; 
and that, even in the midst of our trials and suf- 
ferings, our hearts may be made glad in the Lord, 
and our souls may rejoice in him over all the rage 
and cruelty of the wicked. 

So, dear heart, I leave thee unto the Lord, in 
whom my love is to thee; my soul sympathizes 
with thee in thy trials and sufferings, and desires 
the Lord may bear thee up above them all, in 
the bosom of his love and patience ; [may He] 
minister daily unto thee, what He knowelh is meet 
for thee, and so keep thee in contentedness with 
Iiis heavenly will, [as] thiit thou moyst say with 
thy whiijo heart, Lord, uol my will, but Ihiiie be 
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In that love wliich drew me forth to write 
these lines unto tbee, 1 remain thy dear friend in 
the truth. 

1665. William Bennit. 



S OF AN HUMBLE HEART. 

Oh, my soul, be not unmindful of the large 
mercy and goodness of the Lord, showeil towards 
thee. Let the seaae of what thy compas- 
sionate God liatli done for thee, be cootiuually 
fresh in and upon tliee ; for he hath freely done 
that for thee which uooe besides him, the Mig-hty 
One, could do. He hath brought thee out of the 
horrible pit, andout of the mire and clay, hath set 
thy feet upon a rock which can never he moved, 
and thereon eatdblisheth thy goings ; praises, 
living praises, be rendered to the I^rd thy God lor 
ever and for evermore. Remember, oh, my soul, 
thou wast once like a poor silly sheep without a 
shepherd, wandering upon the barren mountains, 
the dry heaths in the wilderness and solitary 
places, full of trouble and perplexity, not know- 
ing the way to the fold of rest, oftentimes mourn- 
ing and weeping alone, as a dove without her 
mate ; and no eye saw thy sorrow but the Lord 
alone. When thou didst eat thy bread with 
weeping, and mingled thy drink with tears, he 
th« compaasionate One, heard thy secret cries, 
and knew thy desires ; thy sighing and groaning 
entered into his ears ; [|He] was moved with pity 
towards thee, delivered thee outot AvAx^^^i^w^"^ 
readied forth his arm,brou,i£\A \\\e» owv (A ■^'a. 



J 



wilderness, atid set [hy feel in the way which liath 
led thee to the fold of rest. Now, oh, my soul,)ieis 
become thy Shepherd ; he oftentimes feedelb thee, 
rituBeth thee to lie down in green pastures, leadelb 
thee by the still waters, even Shiloh's brook, which 
runs softly; spreadeth thy table in the sight of 
ihine enemies, anointetb thine head with the oil 
of gladness, causcth thy cup to overflow with new 
wine, and hath brought thee to sit under thy own 
viae and fig'Iree, f where] none shall make thee 
afraid. The goodness and mercy of the Lord it 
unutterable, unfathomable, and incomprehensible ! 
Oh, the height, Oie depth, the length, and breadth 
of his love 1 When thou medilatest thereon, oh, 
my soul, and considerest his loving kindness to- 
wards thee, how can the sense thereof but pitch 
thee even upon a stand of admiration. Surely, 
when thou lookeat back into his works, and 
cunsiderest how much he hath wrought in 
thee, thou canst see no end of his praises; 
living praiiws to the holy righteous Lord God, be 
ascribed hy thee, oh, iiiy soul, for ever and for 
evermore. As thou art kept in the fresh sense 
and remembrance of the great mercy and un- 
speakable compassion whieh the Lord thy God 
daily manifests unto thee, how canst thou but 
abound in love, in pity, in tenderness, and com- 
passion towards all people ; but especially to- 
wards those who are hungering and thirsting 
after righteousness, after everlasting rest and hap- 
piness. When joy hath come into [thee.] oh, my 
soul, as a river, and gladness as a mighty stream, 
/v/fesbings as showiiis in the spring, and Consnts- 
r/an as dew upon tlie tender plants •, tiWa vHwra 
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coutdst shout praises and hallelujahs lo thy God, 
even then thou rememberedst the poor and needy, 
and thoughlst thou heardst his cry sounding in 
thy ears, " Oh, whose condition is hke miiie? 
Iti there any so poor, sq weak, so foolish, so deso- 
late as T? Oij, my leanness, my leanness ! how 
ton^ shall it be thus with nie ? How long' shall 
my beloved be hid froni me, as in the c1ef\s of the 
rocks, and as in the secret places of the stairs ? 
When shall I have a full enjoyment of him? 
Where shall I find one who is sensible of my 
condition, that can sympathize with me, and that 
can speak a word in season unto my poor soul I 
Oh, is it thu3 wltli any as it is with me '>" Yes, 
yes, I believe there are many who have been, 
and now are in liiy condition, For though I 
am indeed hut a child, yet truly 1 am lu some 
measure sensible of thy condition, and can read 
it by my own; and willingly would I help thee 
according to my ability. Oh, methinks 1 would 
be a help to all who stand in need of help, but 
especially unlo thee, thou poor soul. What ! 
art thou poor? So am 1. Dost thou eat thy 
bread weppino;, and mingle thy drink with thy 
tears ? It is so with me when 1 want the enjoy- 
ment of him whom my soul loveth. Sometimes 
my beloved seems to be withdrawn ; oh, then sor- 
rows lake hold on me, mourning coverelh me 
as a garment, and none seeth my tears but the 
Lord; they are my meat and drink, whilst my 
enemy saith unto me, " Where ia ihy God ? Dost 
ifaou think lie will ever appear again unto thee '^ 
Why dosl Lhou hunger, llura*,, m-j awA ^^«». ■aSvs.v 
htiaf Ala', it is in vain I'ovttieevo'w^^'^^**'^^™* 
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Once indeed lliou liadst the enjoyment of Iiim ; 
' unce thou wenlest with the multitude to the house 
of God, with the voice of joy and praise, with a 
multitude that keep holyday; but thou must not 
look for such aday again." Tims the adversary of 
Illy soul endeavoureth to add sorrow to my sorrow, 
and to increase the weight of my burden, that so 
I might sink and never rise. But the Lord my God 
is near to help me, even in the time when I can 
scarcely perceive him ; and when 1 am (as Peter 
was) ready to sink, then his invisible arm of 
mercy is ready to save me ; and a secret hope he 
preaervelh alive in me, thai he will appear again 
to my joy. Hereby some encouragement 1 (eel 
stirring in ine, to wait upon the Lord patiently, 
and to trust in him, though 1 do not see 
him. Surely, oh, my soul, he will appear 
again to thy joy, for thou canst not be satisfied 
without his presence ; the Lord seeing il is ao 
with thee, that thou desiresl his presence more 
than all other things, surely will not cast thee off 
forever, but will appear again to thy joy, [Then] 
why ait thou so much cast down, oh, mysuul, 
and why art thou thus disquieted within me? Oh, 
hope thou in thy God, for thou shall yet praise 
him ; the Lord will yet command his loving 
kindness in the day-time, and in the night season 
his song shall he with thee, even praises to the 
God of thy life. Oh, wait patiently upon the 
Lord ; his compassions fail not towards those who 
love hira. He will send forth his light and hia 
truth into thee again: it shall bring ihee 10 his 
Aoljhi)), and to hia tabernacle ; then ahalt tlioii 
S^o to the altar of God, unto God ^Ai-j txi:e,eA\ni£ 
tcy. 



It is good for iJiee both to Lope aud quietly 
wait upon the Ixjrd ; for " the Lord is good to 
them that wait for him, to the soul that seeketh 
him." Oh, wait patiently upon him, even as the 
husbandman, who soweth his seed tti the earth, 
hath long patience for it, until he receive the 
early and the latter rain. He who is to come will 
come, and will not tarry, and his reward will be 
with him, even fulness of joy, comfort, peace, 
rest, and sweet satisfaction. Surely the Lord will 
never leave thee, if thou forsake not him. He 
may indeed seem to hide his face from thee for a 
time: but without doubt he will appear again to 
thy comfort Oh, my soul, the Lord often hearetli 
thee saying in secret, what is the glory of the 
world to me ? What are the favours, friendship, 
and estimation of tlie world to me ? What are 
the vanities and pleasures of the sons and daugh- 
ters of men to me ? Surely all these things are 
but as dross and dimg to me, in comparison of 
the Lord my God, the fountain of everlasting joy 
and pleasure. Oh, if I enjoy him fully, 1 have 
enough ; he is the joy of ray heart, the rejoicing 
of my spirit, the strength of my reins, the girdle of 
my loins ; wherefore how can I live without him ? 
Oh, my soul, the Lord intends good unto thee by 
all his dealiiiga with thee. If he hide his face 
from thee for a season, it is to let thee see how 
poor, weak, foolish, dry, and unfruitful thou art 
without him ; that so thou being made to feel 
thy own weakness and inability, raayst be the 
more sensible of the need of his supporting 
power and saving grace, and tel^ tV\s, TOio^t ii.-vstt. 
hiin. IJhui] thou \eatnesl Vjo ■pivui vV-i ■i-*'^*^. 
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enjoyment of hia presence, to cleave unto him, to 
be very careful thou dost not grieve liim, nor do 
anything that may cause him to withdraw him- 
self from tbee. Oh, my soul, tliou must know 
liow to want and how to abound; how to be 
full, and how to be empty ; how lo be rich, and 
how to be poor; and in every condition to be 
content. The Lord can open, and none can 
shut; and he can shut and none can open. He 
can open the windows of heaven, and shower 
down abundantly upon thee. He can even make a 
plenty in thy land , cause thy store to abound with 
corn, and thy fats to overflow with new wine. 
He can also shut up the windows of heaven for a 
time, and make a famine in thy land; and thou 
muat not say to him (in a murmuring way,) why 
dealest thou tlius with me 1 For indeed he may 
do what he will, and all his doings are just and 
righteous : in all his dealings with tliee, he, tby 
dear, tender, nursing Father, intends good unto 
thee. Oh, my soul, when the fountain openeth, 
and filleth thee with plenty of all things newlful for 
tliee, even then, dread and fear tliou before the 
Lord ; take heed of being exalted in spu'il, and 
beware of a wrong liberty and false security, 
which may soon steal upon thee at such a time, 
if thou do not abide upon the watch, and drink 
the draughts ofjoy in the pure fear and trembling. 
[^Therefore ]oh, my soul, whateverthou enjoyest or 
receives! from the Lord, or doest and siifleresl for 
Jiim, keep low in heart, meek in mind, and con- 
trite in spirit, and then thou art in a safe condi- 
tion. When lliou appearest wise, strong, rich. 
and full enough, even then tho\i att m ^vcater 
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danger tlian when thou appearest weak, poDr, 
and empty ia thy own. eyes. Although thou art 
not then without danger, but hast cause to fear 
and watch ia all conditions. Oh, my soul, when 
thou appearest weak and poor in thy own eyes, 
even then take heed of distrust and doubting, 
but hold fast thy trust in the Lord ; let thy con- 
fidence in his name be firm ; honour him by be- 
lieving in him, and if he slay thee yet trust thou 
in him, and never leave him; for, alas! whither 
shouidst thou go ? he hath the words of eternal 
life, and is worthy to be glorified, magnified, ho- 
noured, and praised, feared, served, loved, and 
obeyed forever and for evermore. 

Oh, my soul, be watchful, that thou dost not 
in the least degree seek glory, honour, and praise 
to thyself, and to be had in esteem by otiiers ; 
but wait to feel self wholly baptized into death, 
and made of no reputation ; take heed that thy 
left hand know not what thy right hand doeth ; 
do nothing to be seen of men, or whereby to be 
accounted of by others, but in ail thou dost, ap- 
peal unto Him, who seeth in secret, and He will 
reward thee openly. Seek thou to be known 
and manifested only to the pure, unerring wit- 
ness in all consciences, and to stand justified and 
approved by it, and that is enough ; no honour, 
glory, nor praise, but to God alone, Oh, strive 
not for lordship over others, but rather strive to 
be meek, humble, contrite in spirit, condescend- 
ing even to the lowest, and serving the meanest 
in love; seekiug peace and unity among the breth- 
ren, with all self-denial; bearing w\tK \,\\e Wt^- 
mities of the weak, watching tot Vne^pcA-va"^-. 
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without respect of persons. Seek thou tlie glorV 
or God alone, ilie lionour of his name, the 
exaltatioD and spreading of liis truth. Seek tJie 
good of all, yea, of thy greatest enemies and 
persecutors; desiring the salvation of all people, 
bat not the destruction of any. And, ob, my 
soul ! be circumspect and vigilant to nalk as 
becometh the gospel, that 1 may be an adorning 
to the truth of God, a holy example unto all 
people wherever I come ; that the blessing of the 
Lord my God may be poured down upon me yet 
more and more, ^enabling me^ to become fruitful 
unto him, and an instrument in his hand amongst 
thesons and daughters of men, to the praise, glory, 
and honour ^ofhisname.^ Oh,niysouI, watch and 
fear before the Lord; keep thy eye unto him, and 
look not out at others to walk by imitation ; but 
if thou seest any (whatever they he accounted) 
do those things which the Lord doth not allow 
thee to do, Qlet not their example induce thee to 
do them,^ but keep close unto the Lord, and 
take counsel of him. Do not judge or justify 
those things which thou hast not a true discerning 
in, because another judges or justifies them, but 
rather be passive in such matters ; stand still and 
wait upon the Lord for a perfect understanding 
in all things. 

Oh, my soul, seek not liberty to the flesh; 
beware of that counted freedom, which is indeed 
bondage, and which hath stolen upon many in 
their latter days. Endeavour to put off those 
tilings, which in iheir place are said to be lawful, 
but which [would if indulged in^ hinder ihy 
growth in the eternal [Tf^^'^^l A.nd,oh, walk 
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wisely before all men, B'iving no offence to Jew 
nor Gentile, nor to the church of God ; knowing 
there is that which is lawful, but not expedient ; 
there is that which is lawful, but it edifies not. 
Wherefore forbear what may be forborne, and yet 
be not brought under the power of any thing 
below the life; but seek after those things which 
make for edification, love, peace, and unity; for 
God is the author of peace, and not of confu- 
sion, atrife, and debate. Oh, my soul, thou dost 
greatly desire that I might not appear in the 
sight of any of the Lord's little ones, to be more 
than what' I really am ; by the grace of God I 
am what 1 am ; and his grace, which he hath 
freely bestowed upon me, hath not been in vain, 
praises to his name for ever. All fl<^sh is as 
grass; and what is man? he is but a vessel, 
wherein God may appear or disappear as he 
pleaseth; and iudeed the Lord is jealous of his 
glory, and will not give it to another : wherefore, 
my soul, seek the glory, honour, and praise of 
God alone, unto whom only it is due for ever and 
evermore. 

If there be some who were once fcesh, green, 
living, and fruitful unto God, upon whom is now 
come coldness, deadness, and barrenness, and 
whose love and zeal for the Lord is waxed cold; 
how canst thou, oh, my soul, but fear before 
the Lord, lest the same should happen unto thee ? 
[Therefore] cleave unto him, look up unto the 
Holy One, who dwelleth in the high and holy 

Ekce, and with thee also, O my soul ! as thou art 
ept humble in heart and coTiUiVe \w «^vt\'L,w'oa- 
bling at bis word. Look not aX. V\i^ (>-sT.Nt«i^- 
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a and inability, but keep tliy eye unto llie 
Lord, trust in liis name, rely upon his arm, and 
liope in his mercy. He maketli tbe poor rich, 
the weak strong, the simple wise. Wait thou 
patiently upon him ; look not out at the great- 
ness of others' measures, neither look at the 
smallness of thy own, lest weariness and discou- 
ragement should thereby come upon ihee; but 
be thou contented with thy portion ; be faith- 
ful unto the Lord; and being faithful in the 
little, thou shalt be made ruler over much, and 
enter into the joy of thy Lord. Wail upon 
Him, who hath freely given thee what thou hast 
of him, and he can give thee more. Oh, my soul, 
surely thou hadst never as of thyself, turned 
unto the Lord, had he not of his ovpo free will 
turned thee, and " after thou wast turned, thou 
repentedst, and after thou wast instructed, thou 
sraotest upon thy thigh ; yea, thou wast con- 
founded, because thou didst bear the reproach of 
thy youth." And after the Lord had turned 
thee in measure to himself, surely thou hadst not 
followed him in the strait and narrow way, through 
the cross in the self-denial, had he not drawn 
thee after him by the cords and wooings of his 
tender love ; surely thou hadst turned back again 
from the Lord, had he not preserved and sup- 
ported thee by his own Almighty power. His 
grace hath been sufficient for tliee, both in pros- 
perity and adversity, in the time of trial, and 
m the hour of temptation. So let all flesh 
be silent in thee, oh, my soul, the boaster for 
ever exclvded, and the Lord alone honoured md 
praised, bis uospeakable love and tiec ^nwAwA- 
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mired, and his holy name feared and obeyed. 
What was 1, and what was my father's liouse ? 
I was neither a prophet, nor a prophet's son. 
What was I, that the King of Glory should cast 
his eye upon me, even when 1 lay as among tlie 
pits, that He should hold forth the sceptre unto 
me, and tliat 1 should find favour in his sight ? 
Oh, my soul, tiie Lord hath done much for 
thee ; he hath made crooked things straight, and 
laid mountains low before thee ; he hath made a 
way for thee in the wilderness, and a path through 
many a thicket ; " He hath lopped the bough 
with terror, and the high one of stature hath been 
hewn down ; he did cut down the thickets of the 
forest with iron, and Lebanon did fall byamighty 
one." Oh, how hath hia love made thee willing 
to bow thy neck to the yoke, to take up the 
cross, to despise the shame, and to follow the 
Lamb through trials and tribulations ! Oh, how 
hath his love caused me to cast off other lovers 1 
He is become my treasure, and my heart is with 
Him; so that when I am shut up in prison, if I 
enjoy him, oh, then days, months, and years 
may pass over my head, and time is not thought 
long, nor sufferings hard, because of the enjoy- 
ment of the Lord, my treasure; his sweet, refresh- 
ing presence, makes a prison delightful to me ; 
Saises, pure living praises to my God for ever. 
e hath been with me in six troubles, and in the 
seventh he hath not left me ; he is my buckler, 
my strength, my rock, my strong tower, where- 
fore J will not fear the threats of the wicked, 
neither regard the cruelty oi \ln». \i.-w{j:'®is,-. 
through the strengtti ot m-^ GcA\-*«^'=^'^'^*^''' . 
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though the earth be removed and carried into 
the midst of the sea ; and though the mountains 
ehake with the sweUing thereof; though the 
heathen rage, the people imagine vain things, 
nnd the rulers take counsel against me. 1 will 
not fear what man can do unto me, for the Lord 
is with me, and 1 shall not be moved; He will 
help me, and that right early. I am but 
a child, weak and feeble, yet having bad great 
experience of the love of my God, and of his 
tender fatherly care over me, how can I but 
confidently hope in and depend upon him, and 
believe that He, the mighty one, will enable me 
to wade through and endure the trials he is pleased 
to exercise me withal? He hath ^hitherto,] 
through his love and mercy, caused my trials to 
work for my good : he hath nine times delivered 
me out of the hands of unreasonable men, out 
of their prisons and holes, where through bis 
enabling me, 1 have suffered for his testimony 
without murmuring against him; praises unto 
him for ever. 1 am willing to wait thy season, 
oh, my God! fbr thou art with me. Let me 
never depart from thee, and then I know thou 
wilt not leave me; but wiil lielp, comfort, and 
quicken me Still; thou wilt feed me with bread 
from heaven, fresh manna, morning by morning, 
and give me to drink of the river of thy plea- 
sure daily; thou wilt enable me to stand ftith- 
ful to thee unto the end of my days, to finish 
my testimony for thee, thy name and truth, 
ill this thy day, with joy, lay down my head in 
pence, and repose in thy tender bosom of endless 
/7W, w/t/j tAj (/ear children for eveimotft. 0\\V 



let it be so, thou Holy One ! to thy praji^e, who 
art worthy of all glory, honour, and everlasting 
thanksgiving, for ever and evermore. Amen. 
Hallelujah. 

Oh, my soul, thou dearly lovest the whole 
flock of God, wherever scattered upon the face 
of tlie earth; thou greatly deairest their pros- 
perity, ^even] tliat the Lord may bless them with 
all spiritual blessings in Christ Jesus. Oh, the 
Lord God Almighty keep his sheep and lambs, 
whom he hath gathered out of the waste, howling 
wilderness, from the barreii mountains, [and led 
lhem3 into the low, green valley, where the pure 
refresbing springs of life eternal encompass them 
about; the Lord keep them still and quiet, 
minding their feeding, and not at all heeding the 
ragiog uf the sea, nor regarding the unmerciful 
waves thereof; which often [appear] very high, 
and as if they would overflow the valley, and 
drown all who flee not to the mountains for 
safety : but let not the sheep and lambs, the little 
ones fear, nor flee to the hills for refuge; for 
behold, the Holy One of Israel is their Shepherd, 
and He continually watcheth over them, and 
greatly careth for them. He it is who hath 
given bounds to the sea. He can let forth the 
wind and suffer a storm, and he can make a calm 
when he pleaseth. Let not Israel fear, for the 
Lord his God is between him and his enemies, 
atul flgbta for him against his adversaries ; ?Ie will 
look down upon them in his auger, and trouble 
tbe\r. host; He will take off their chariot wheels, 
aud will blow in his wrath vi\iCiQ,\tie,va.\^«.^~^ 
gel himself a name thiou^\\ \Va iss!wi'^<>""^ '^'' 
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Zion'g cnemiea, and lionour and magnify hjttself 
through the deliverance of his dioMi), [yea^tfl 
nations shall quake before the mighty God 'df 
Urael, who is "glorious in liolineHg, fearfttl in 
praises, doing wonders." Oh, let Urael honour 
his God by believing in him, and depending upon 
h'n arm of everlasting strength ; and patienttjr 
wait upon Him ; for he that ia to come will come, 
and will not tarry ; his work is before him, and 
his reward is with him, even joy for the mourners 
in Zion, beauty for ashes, and freedom from 
bondage, burdens, and grievous oppressions. 
The Lord will thunder from heaven upon thy ene- 
mies, O Zion, and will break thy adversaries 
to pieces; He will give strength to thy king, and 
exalt the horn of his anointed. " He shall reign 
and prosper, and execute judgment and justice 
in the earth ; in his days Judah shall be saved, 
and Israel shall dwell safely," then " shall it be 
said to Jerusalem, fear thou not, and to Zion, let 
not thine hands be slack ; the Lord thy God in 
the midst of thee, is mighty; he will save, he 
will rejoice over tbee with Joy, [he will rest in his 
love,] he will joy over thee with singing." Thy 
maker, thy husband, (the God of Hosts \e hia 
name,) will extend joy and peace as a mighty 
stream, and endless consolations as a river. For 
" as one whom his mother comforteth," so will 
the Lord comfort Jerusalem ; in the sense whereof 
her children shall rejoice, and their spirits shall 
praise and sing glory unto Him, who is Lord and 
King of heaven and earth, wlio is worthy ol' all 

1 J?-^ory, praise, and houour, for e^*er and tor ever- 

yutve. A men. 
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O Lord God Airaiglily, keep all thy people re- 
tired in thy oame ; so llmt whatever thou Bulferest 
to befai -their bodies, their bouIs may be safely 
bound up in the bundle of life. Oh ! increase 
the patience of thy people, and atrengthen tlie 
bith of thy chosen ; support the weak, and 
uphold the little ones, who cannot go alone, tliat 
none of thy flock may grow weary ; thnt all 
thine may stand in the day of trial, and be kept 
in the hour of temptation ; [ihat tliey may be] 
borne up under all autferings, and in the end come 
forth as gold seven times refined in the fire, to 
shine as stars in the firmament of thy power; to 
declare of thy mighty acts, and sing of thy mer- 
cies and wonderful doings ; to glorify, magnify, 
honour, and praise thee, ihon Mighty One, who 
art from all eternity, whose throne is established 
of old, whose sceptre beareth sway in righteous- 
ness, and whose kingdom is everlasting. Glory 
and Hallelujah to tliee in the highest, for ever 
and for evermore. 



TO THOSE WHO \V.t. NEWLY CONVINCED Ot THE 



" for ye were as sheep going astray, but are now 
rehtrned to the Shepherd and Biahop of your 
touts." 1 Peter, ii. 25. 
" He shall gather the lambs totlh hit arm, and 
earri/ them i« his bosom,'' Isaiah, xl. H. 

At.l. yuu wjiv iue newly loiiviiictd ut the ^(•ai's.-a*. 
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truth and way of God, and have 
ceived truth in the love and belief of it, and who 
daily give upyour hearts to obey the Iruih, and to 
walk ill the way of righteousness and path of ho- 
liness ; unto you niy heart is open in my heavenly 
Father's love ; and happy and blessed of tlie 
Lord are you, if you do not faint, nor grow weary 
in your minds, nor turn back again, aa some have 
done, but persevere to the end. Oh, dear 
babes 1 whom the Lord hath, by his outstretched 
arm, brought out of Egypt, the land of darkness 
and house of bondage, and whose faces he hath 
set towards Canaan, the good land of liberty, 
light, rest, and peace; travel on, ye weak ones, 
in the strength of the Lord, and drawings of his 
light, and look not back to Egypt : remember 
iXt's wife ! Fear not the God of this world, the 
prince of the power of the airy mind, even that 
wicked spirit that once had dominion in and over 
you, and kept you bond-slaves in darkness, to 
sin and corruption ; although he, the enemy of 
your Boul's liberty, peace, and rest, may pursue 
hard after you, with his whole host of temptations, 
snares, and allurements, both inward and out. 
ward ; and although a sea of troubles, straits, 
difficulties, and sufferings may appear in your 
way, both within and without ; and niountainsi of 
fears, doubts, and carnal reasonings on every 
side; and also something in you may be ready to 
murmur and say, "Oh, that we had tarried still in 
^ypt, and not set one step towards Canaan ; for I 
the way is so strait, and the path so narrow, the 
aufftirings so hard, and the difficulties and dangers 
»»gteat and various, that we feat wc a\ia^ ^ndv 
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by the way, and not get to our desired rest; 
therefore let us turn back again before we go any 
turther."* Oh, fear not, neither turn back, but 
stand still from reasoning carnally, and look not 
at tlie straits, trials, dangers, siitTerings, and losses 
that may appear before yon. Neither look at 
your own weakness and inability, nor at the 
strength and temptation of your enemy ; but look 
up, ye little ones, unto the Lord, and trust in the 
strength uf his arm, for he is God all sufficient 
for you ; therefore cast your earc upon him, and 
lie will make a way for you through the sea ; be 
will make the crooked straight before you, and 
the rough smootli ; be will throw down the moun- 
tains and remove the hills ; he will lead you in a 
way you know not, and in a path which you have 
never before trodden in ; he will make hard things 
easy to the willing and obedient, who turn not 
back again to their old lovers, but love truth and 
righteousness, and follow on to know the Lord. 
All such he will give to drink of the brook by the 
way, and feed tliem with bread from heaven, 
whereby they shall be refreshed, and their strength 
be renewed daily ; in which strength they shall be 
able to travel on without fainting, and to run and 
not be weary, until they come to their desired 
rest, and see the travail of their souls, and be sa- 
tisfied with the enjoyment of that for which they 
have travailed. So the Lord be with you, and 
keep your eye single unto himself, that your 
hearts maybe full of light; that nothing may 
cause you to stumble and fall into the snares of 
the enemy, who hath iHndwei ■m'a.w-i "i^aX ^i\--^t«i, 
ran, we/l. Oh, mind awA Vecv \.o ^^'s-'*- ''"^ '^'^'^ 
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own hearts, which makes you truly sensible of 
your particular states and conditions, and in that 
sense daily, diligently, and patiently *ait upon 
the Lord, for the sweet refreshings from his pre- 
sence, and for the distilhngs of his heavenly dew ; 
that so the tender plant of righteousness, and 
lily of lioliuess may grow and spring in all 
your hearts ; that the little seed of life may become 
as a great tree, and every one of you may ait 
under your own vine, (Christ in you, the hope of 
glory) where none shall make you afraid. 

And, dear friends, look not out at others, but 
keep at home in the light, the tent ; Jacob " shall 
dwell alone, and shall not be reckoned among the 
nations." Esau hunts abroad, grows weary and 
faint, and then sells his birthright for a mess of 
pottage, What if some stumble and fall from the 
truth ? let not that shake you : truth is the 
same still and cliangeth not : and if you see some 
turn aside from us, into a self-separation from the 
body of Friends, and endeavour to draw disciples 
alter them, let not that cause you to stumble and 
question the certainty of truth ; neither be ye 
drawn away and tossed about like children by 
them; but keep to the light, and in it follow 
the footsteps of the flock. Follow not the foot- 
steps of the wandering sheep that have left the 
flock and are gone astray, who are like to perish 
by the devouring beast and enemy of their souls, 
except in time they return to the fold. And If 
you see some among ourselves setting or keeping 
up that thing or practice which is out of the 
comely, decent order of the body, and not con- 
Mistent with truth's government, \el nov. VhaX Vit 
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an occasion of stumbling in your minds; but be 
still, keep your eye singula to the Lord, and wdk 
as you liTve tbem for an example, that are over 
you in the Lord, who fully follow Christ Jesus ; 
and as for that which is only set up and held up by 
man, out of truth's order, it will die and pass 
away, and truth will outlive all. 

So unto the Lord, who hath called you out of 
darkness into his marvellous lig;ht, do I commit 
jou; to be preserved unto himself to the end, for 
" many are called, but few chosen ;" " he that 
endureth to the end shall be saved." 



A GENERAL SALDTATION OF LOVE TO TRIENDS. 

Deahly beloved Friends everywhere, who are 
faithful to the Lord and his truth id your several 
measures and places, who are honest and up- 
right in heart, who love and delight in truth and 
righteousness, and seek the praise, honour, and 
glory of God alone, my very dear and unfeigned 
love in the precious truth extends unto you : grace, 
mercy, and peace attend you, joy and comfort fill 
you, and the blessing of tJie Most High rest upon 
and remain in and with you day and night. The 
Lord keep you in the faith of the elect seed, in 
which is your victory over the world. In [this] 
itand fast, and keep your dominion in the Lord 
over the earth and earthly things, that you may 
sit together in heavenly places in Christ Jesus, 
9dA use the world as if you uied is. \«)V,N»ei«5i 
looae in heart to that w\iicV» ^txsVtSSi. nCx-Oo. -^m^ 
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using. Oh, thai all frienda who are free from 
the cares and oumbrancea of this world may prize 
and stand fast in their freedom, and not be for- 
ward and hasty in the affectionate part, to r 
themselves into bondage to those things which 
profit not, but which hinder God ward, and prove 
as hriers and thorns to the choking the growth of 
the seed of life in the heart. There is a mind 
which desires, and is ready, if it be not limited, 
to create unto itself a freedom that stands not in the 
liberty of the sons of God. The liberty of the sons 
of God and children of the light, stands in that 
which m a yoke to the world's liberty, and their 
freedom in that which is bondage to the carnal 
mind, and [which] crucifies unto the world 
and worldly things. Also there is a mind 
that seeks to put off, and to keep out of 
those things, which in their proper place may ,' 
be said to be lawful, but which hinder a ' 
growth in the eternal Truth, and endanger the ■ 
soul-Blanding Godward : truly that is the pure 
mind which serves one master, God alone. I 
desire, dear friends, that this mind may [be in us] 
more and more ; that we may be as strangers 
and pilgrims in and to the world, and the love 
thereof, that the Lord alone may become the ob- 
ject of our love, and that the desire of our souls 
may be to his name, and to the remembrance of 
Him. 

Oh! dearly beloved friends, much hath the 
Lord God of power done for us, since the day 
that he raised us up from the dunghill of our 
own corruption, and said unto us, who were dead 
7J7 Sins and trespasses, live. 0\i, Vvow ^itav^-j 
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iliatli he blessed and prospered us, and liatli 
even made us a family like a flock, in despite of 
the spirit that hath so eagerly sought to devour 
us, and to extinguish us from being a people ; 
and though Balak and Balaam's spirit, the beast, 
Jezebel, and false prophets, have sought encliant- 
ments against us, to curse us, yet the God of 
blessings has greatly blessed us in our sufferings, 
tribulations, and afflictions, and has made Joseph 
like a fruitful bougb, whose branches run over 
the wall : though the archers of Babylon have 
shot at liim and grievously wounded him, yet his 
bow (aotwithstanding his great affliction) has 
abode in strength, and the hands of his arms 
have been made stroof; by the hand of the mighty 
God of Jacob, who hath blessed Joseph, and unto 
the utmost bounds of the evei'laating hills shall 
he be blessed for evermore. 

Oh, dear friends ! if any people now in being 
upon the earth Lave cause to speak well of the 
Lord, and to trust in his holy name, we are the 

, people ; for mightily hath he wrought for us, 

, though the world sees it not. Oh I how have we 
been as lambs among lions, and yet not devoured, 

\ but wonderfully preserved by the secret power 
and invisible arm of the Lord our Shepherd I 
When the beasts of the forest have come forth to 

I devour, and the wolves have been greedy of their 
prey, then hath the Lord fought for Mount Zion, 
and defended the hill thereof; and though some - 
said, ' We will pursue, we will overtake them 
our lust shall be satisfied on them ; we will draw 
our swords, and our hands shall destroy them ;' 
yet how hath the Lord blowa "m V\ft ■*i'«fla.'\'^'*^ 



them, the sea of liis judgment hath covered them, 
they are sunk as lead in the bottom of the migbljr 
waters, and we, through mercy, are yet alive, to 
speak well of the Lord, to declare of his kiad- 
ness, and to praise him for his works. Oh t his 
love, his mercy, and tender fatherly care over us, 
extends beyond the demonstration of words; let 
the sense thereof be engraven upon the table of 
our hearts, that it may humble ua and keep us 
low before him, and be an obligation upon every 
soul of us, to bind and engage us unto him and 
his truth for ever. 

How mightily hath the Lord limited and quieted 
the raging sea, and made a calm ! Oh I that all 
friends might take notice of his great mercy and 
love to us in this particular, and mind his end 
therein ; and let us all take heed [that] we sin 
not, because grace and mercy abounds. May 
none get into a false ease and liberty, and wrong 
security, because of the present calm, but [let] all 
keep retired in thesecretpower of the Lord, which 
fittethand makethready for trials when they come; 
in, by, and through which we have been upheld and 
preserved hitherto. The Lord's arm is not short- 
ened that it cannot save, but is the same that ever it 
was ; it hath been our helper in six troubles, and in 
th»Beventh hath not been wanting to us to support 
and uphold iis when there hatli been none to 
uphold, and to comfort us when nothing but sor- 
« row and trouble compassed ua about. When we 
had nothing, as from men, but the bread of ad- 
versity and the water of atfliction, when we have 
been bowed down with the oppression of our ene- 
les, evea then hath the Loid out God Ijeen the 
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comforter of our hearts, the refresher of our souls 
the rejoicer of our spirits, and the lifter up of our 
[heads.] His presence hath been with us in the 
prison-house, and in the low dungeon. He hath 
not left us to this day, and assuredly never will 
leave us, if we leave not him; but will be with us 
until we have fulfilled the days of our appointed 
time, and our change come. So, dear friends, 
unto the Lord I commit you, who knoweth 
how it h with all hia children-, and beholdeth 
all their trials, straits, and sufferings, inward and 
outward; for his ear is open to the cry of the 
poor, and the groanings of the needy; He is all- 
lufficient for all those that trust in and depend 
upon Him, and is able to keep them by his power, 
through faith in his name, unto his heavenly 
kingdom. So the Lord Almighty be with you all, 
protect and defend you, keep you from evil, un- 
spotted from the world, and preserve you in lovCj, 
peace, and unity with Himself, and one with ano- 
ther in his innocent, unfeigned love, in his light, 
life, power, and truth; and make and keep you 
allofoneheartand one mind; thatwith one consent 
you may still worship and serve Him in the one 
spirit and the one truth ; in which I dearly 
salute you all, and remain your friend and com- 
panion in the patience and trib^ilation of Jeitts, 



Wit. 
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